
 

 

 

 
 
Syngenta appoints new global head of Flowers business 
 

 

• Michael Kester to retire after 42 years with Syngenta 

• Mark Schermer appointed new global head of Syngenta Flowers 

• Continued commitment to offer quality innovations to the market 

 

Enkhuizen / Netherlands, June 12, 2020 – Today, Syngenta Flowers announces that Michael Kester will 

retire at the end of 2020 after 42 years at Syngenta. Mark Schermer is appointed as his successor as 

global head of Syngenta Flowers from September 1, 2020. 

 

Michael Kester has dedicated his entire career to Syngenta. He has held senior roles in the Crop 

Protection business in Africa, Germany, Argentina and Japan. He then led the Vegetable Seeds business 

in Europe, Africa and Middle East, and subsequently the Syngenta organization in Benelux. In the last 

three years as head of Syngenta Flowers, he has built a strong foundation for the future growth of 

Syngenta’s Flowers business.  

 

“I would like to thank Michael for his outstanding contribution to Syngenta and to agriculture,” said Matthew 

Johnston, Head Vegetable Seeds and Flowers at Syngenta. “In the last three years, Michael has led the 

transformation of our Flowers business, delivering sales growth and leading three strategic acquisitions to 

further strengthen our world-leading Flowers portfolio. I’d like to thank Michael for his leadership and 

partnership and wish him a very long and happy retirement.”  

 

Mark Schermer joined Syngenta in January 2018 as Head Flowers Marketing for Europe, and then was 

appointed Head of Flowers Europe in May 2019.  Mark has successfully led the transformation of the 

Flowers marketing and commercial organizations in the region and brings significant leadership 

Media Release Syngenta Flowers | Syngenta Seeds BV 
Westeinde 62 | P.O. Box 2 | 1600 AA Enkhuizen 
The Netherlands | T +31 228 366 411 
www.syngentaflowers.eu / www.syngentaflowers-us.com 

  

 

http://www.syngentaflowers.eu/


  

2 

experience in the flowers industry to his new role. Mark will be based at Syngenta’s global Seeds office in 

Downers Grove, Illinois, US.  

 

Matthew Johnston said: “We are excited to appoint Mark as the new head of our Flowers business. Mark’s 

depth of industry experience and strong leadership will enable us to continue to drive our strategy to bring 

our growers the world-leading products, service and innovation they need. The industry has suffered 

significantly during the Covid-19 situation, and this makes us even more determined to do all we can to 

help and support our customers, many of whom we know are fighting for their livelihoods.” 

 

“I am extremely honoured and look forward to continuing the path that Michael has paved for Syngenta 

Flowers,” said Mark Schermer. “Michael has done a great job in reshaping our business and putting focus 

on growers’ needs. I am proud to be given the opportunity to lead this team of talented and passionate 

people who are committed to bring innovative products and smart solutions to our customers.” 

 

Michael Kester about the change: “Working in the Flowers business has been a great chapter in my 

Syngenta book. Flowers is definitely more complex than the other businesses, but absolutely more 

colourful.  Mark is a true leader and has a wealth of knowledge of our global flowers industry.  It makes 

me happy to see our flowers organization getting the right shape, ready for the future, with the right people 

and the right passion.” 

 

 
About Syngenta Flowers 
Syngenta Flowers is a leading global company in the pot- and bedding plants market. We produce seeds, cuttings 
and young plants that fulfil grower’s and retailer’s needs. 2,300 passionate people bring color to the world 
with innovative varieties in a broad range of crops. As part of Syngenta, a global company with a strong focus on the 
seeds business and breeding, we have access to leading breeding technologies. We create value for our customers 
by creative collaborations with strong partners. To learn more visit www.syngentaflowers-us.com and 
www.syngentaflowers.eu.  
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About Syngenta  
Syngenta is a leading agriculture company helping to improve global food security by enabling millions of 
farmers to make better use of available resources.  Through world class science and innovative crop 
solutions, our 28,000 people in over 90 countries are working to transform how crops are grown. We are 
committed to rescuing land from degradation, enhancing biodiversity and revitalizing rural communities.  To 
learn more visit www.syngenta.com and www.goodgrowthplan.com. Follow us on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/Syngenta  and www.twitter.com/SyngentaUS. 

 
 

Contact Information 
Global Seeds: Lesley White Ferguson, Global Head of Communications Syngenta Seeds  

lesley.ferguson_white@syngenta.com 

 

Syngenta Flowers North America: Olivia Sellards, Retail Account Manager Syngenta Flowers, North America 

olivia.sellards@syngenta.com  

 
Syngenta Flowers Europe and rest of the world, Marleen van Balkom, Marketing Comunications Manager Syngenta Flowers Eu 
marleen.van_balkom@syngenta.com  phone: +31 6 1248 0548 
 
 
 
Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
This document may contain forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‘expect’, 
‘would’, ‘will’, ‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions. Such statements 
may be subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. 
For Syngenta, such risks and uncertainties include risks relating to legal proceedings, regulatory approvals, new 
product development, increasing competition, customer credit risk, general economic and market conditions, 
compliance and remediation, intellectual property rights, implementation of organizational changes, impairment of 
intangible assets, consumer perceptions of genetically modified crops and organisms or crop protection chemicals, 
climatic variations, fluctuations in exchange rates and/or commodity prices, single source supply arrangements, 
political uncertainty, natural disasters, and breaches of data security or other disruptions of information technology. 
Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions 
or other factors. 

http://www.syngenta.com/
http://www.goodgrowthplan.com/
http://www.twitter.com/Syngenta
http://www.twitter.com/SyngentaUS
mailto:lesley.ferguson_white@syngenta.com
mailto:olivia.sellards@syngenta.com
mailto:marleen.van_balkom@syngenta.com

